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ROMPFest: Celebrate Poetry and Rural Life at this annual festival

The Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry presents ROMPFest 2015, April 4, Saturday, from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the museum in rural Locust Grove.
ROMPFest, in its 2nd year, is an annual poetry festival that celebrates all things poetry, rural and Oklahoma. It takes place at the beginning of April, National Poetry Month, to kick off the recognition and enjoyment of poetry.

ROMPFest takes place on the museum grounds just a few miles west of Locust Grove. Special guest this year will be Bartlesville poet and actor Morris McCorvey.

McCorvey, a Bartlesville poet and actor and director of the Westside Community Center, will entertain Festival-goers with some of his poetry, talk about poetry, and be the Grand Marshal of the ROMPFest Prairie Poetry Parade across the meadow.

McCorvey’s one-man portrayal of Paul Robeson received widespread critical claim. His poetry has won many awards and he will be reading from his Bus Station poems collection. He is the founder of the Dustbowl Players and Westside Players, a student theater group.

 In 2002, McCorvey was commissioned by the Oklahoma county Metropolitan Library to write an original one-man play, Indivisible Man, about the life and work of Oklahoma City native Ralph Ellison, most known for his novel Invisible Man.
Other festival activities will include museum tours, poem cache treasure hunts, refreshments, awards ceremony for the Poetry Poster Contest and more.

POETRY: You can love it, hate it, or be indifferent to it, and you will find something to enjoy about this celebration of all things rural, Oklahoma, and poetic.

This is a free event, though donations are always accepted. The Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization started in 2012, exists on grants and donations. Since it opened, the museum has been the subject of a spot on NPR’s State of the Re:Union show, visited by New York organizers of Story Corps and earned a $5,000 grant from the Popular Culture Society.

Directions to the museum and other information about it can be found at the museum website ROMPoetry.com or by calling Director Shaun Perkins (918) 864-9152.
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A young poetry parade participant shows off her balloon at ROMPFest 2014.

Morris McCorvey, poet and actor, will be the ROMPFest 2015 special guest.

